-

<Z0

-

MISSION
STATMENT:
The Fulton
County
Conservation
District
is dedicated to
helping our
residents
conserve,
protect
and restore the
natural resources
of Fulton County,
promoting the
sustainable use of
those resources
through
education,
as well as
technical and
financial
assistance.
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Pallets of electronic equipment
collected during the event.
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SPRING RUN STREAM
RESTORATION PROJECT

In April 2009, a 55€foot

valley results in tremendous

section of Spring Run received agroundwater flow and large

facelift. Following extensive
conservation efforts by farmers
and landowners up and down
the valley, the project
overhauled a particularly
unstable reach of stream. The
project is the first stream
restoration effort along Spring
Run, but not the last. The
second and larger effort, will
take place in 2010 and will
enhance nearly a mile of stream
channel and streamside area.

The Spring Run watershed was
identified as a unique resource

and priority area in 2001, during this particular section of Spring with $28,500 of those dollars

a watershed assessment effort
funded through
Growing Greener Program. The
unique limestone geology of the

DISTRICT HOSTS FIRST
ELECTRONICS RECYCLING EVENT

In April 2009, the Conservation
District
electronics recycling event.
During the course of the event,
14 pallets of material, estimated
at about 6.5 tons, were collected
for recycling.

May residents expressed their

springs that feed a steady supplyunstable areas, new techniques

of clean, cold water into Spring
Run, even during the hottest
parts of the year.

Newly restored bend in the stream,
six weeks after construction.

As a result of human activities,

Run had become overly wide,
wReenceexliggly giruaus,a 6 s
choked with sediment and had
high, erosive banks that could

appreciation for the collection

h o s t e das thdy bad lbeenuholding énsto

old computer equipment,
unsure of how to properly
dispose of it.

Computer Parts & Electronics
Recycling out of South
Williamsport, PA, transported

\

not be corrected with fence and
plantings alone. In these

for stream restoration were
employed. The resulting
constriction seeks to reconnect
the stream to its floodplain,
eliminate areas of high erosion
and create a stable stream
pattern, utilizing log and rock
structures to control erosion ang
provide fish habitat while the
newly planted streamside
vegetation matures.

The nearly $72,000 project was
funded through
Growing Greener |l Program,

allocated through the Fulton
County Commissioners County
Environmental Initiative (CEI)
Program.

the old electronics to their
facility $ott sorting, refurbishing,
dismantling or sale to other
recyclers.
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E&S Plans were reviewed for a total of 44
disturbed acres in Fulton County in 2009.

WEST NILE VIRUS SURVEILLANCE
PROGRAM

The goal of the West Nile Virus In 2009, continued effort was
Surveillance Program is to expended to control larval
monitor the mosquito mosquito populations. The
population in Fulton County for program specialist was very

ION AND SEDIMENT
NTROL PROGRAM
The Conservation District is delegated promotes sound erosion and sediment

by the PA Department of Environmental control through the proper installation of
Protection to administer the Erosion and Best Management Practices on

Sediment Control (E&S) Program and
the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
Program. Program duties include plan
reviews, issuance of NPDES permit
coverage, site inspections, voluntary
compliance and enforcement

coordination.

Di stri

earthmoving sites.
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In 2009, the Erosion Control Specialist
provided technical assistance to 155
individuals. The specialist conducted 34
initial and 21 followup E&S Plan

reviews and issued six General NPDES
permits. 84 inspections were completed

on 45 different sites and the specialist
Through plan reviews and site visits, the responded to 15 complaints received by

Er os i o n theostrict.r o |

provided information to the
general public through articles
printed in the Fulton County
News and through personal

the presence of West Nile Virus. aggressive in treating mosquito contacts in order to enlist public

The 2009 program resulted in
the collection of 304 adult and
216 larval mosquito samples.
Only one of these adult samples
tested positive for the presence

of the virus. The program specialist also

DIRT AND

water pollution abatement Thompson Township

program that offers local implemented improvements on
municipalities funding and Powell Road. Several hundred
technical support to repair, tons of shale were deposited to
manage and maintain their dirt  bring the road grade up and
and gravel roads in prevent flood water from ruining

environmentally sound ways. the road. A small amount of
cleaner surface material was
added to the road surface.

In 2008, the program specialist
worked with three local

such as Bti or Bts.

I GRAVEL
ROAD PROGRAM

The Conservat i otawnddipsstdimplementpmjecBi r t]
and Gravel Road Programis a worth more than $43,000.

breeding sites by either removal participation in reducing
of the breeding containers or
treatment of the site through the State budget constraints, the
use of a biological control agent program was terminated at the
end of August. The county
program is not expected to be
funded in 2010.

mosquito breeding sites. Due to

s

Union Township installed and
replaced crosspipes and
improved the entrance and exit
of a stream fording on South
Hixon Road and Bethel
Township installed 8 crosspipes
to improve drainage on Moss
Road.

Speci ali st

40 tons of
waste tires -
potential
mosquito
breeding
habitats -
were collected
for recycling in
2009.

Thompson
Township
supervisor Carl
Younker stands
at the elevation
of the road to
emphasize the
impact of more
than 4 feet of
compacted fill
added to more
than half a mile
of Powell Road,
to improve road
drainage and
prevent flooding.
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CHESAPEAKE BAY PROGRAM

The Conservat i educeBdadimeéntandcnutéeat 33,850 feet of fencing, .
Chesapeake Bay Program pollution to local waterways 6.8 acres of herbaceous *
provides educational, technical and ultimately, the Chesapeakebuffers, 15.5 acres of
and financial assistance to Bay. forested buffers, four
local farmers. This program is I'n 2009, the Dll?osoftRI,mlof'fc Py ——
intended to prevent the Management Systems [&
pollution of surface and and 126.2 acres of e =
ground waters by addressing Managed Intensive Chesapeake Bay Program
the most critical soil erosion Grazing Systems. In addition, funds were used to install a
and nutrient problems on local 41 operators planted 1,756 ggﬁllia:eze;gﬁgf leﬁyvzer’

Ys
agricultural operations. Funds acres of small grain cover heavy use area protection,
are used to assist operators in practices: 8,060 feet of

crops on 302 fields. B e DU el
. . . with interceptor tile lines at
IS agrlcgltural B pipeline, 20 watering facilities, !
Management Practices to Thompson Township.

Specialist provided technical
assistance to 64 landowners
and/or operators. The
specialist also assisted nine
landowners/operators in the
installation of 30 conservation

the Lester Litton Farm in

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT

The number PROGRAM
one source of

. The Conservation District is farm community to plan and In 2009, the specialists
sediment and

} delegated by the State implement under the act. reviewed and approved four
nutrient Conservation Commission to  Properly implemented Nutrient Nutrient Management Plans for
pollution to review and approve all Nutrient Management Plans can 1,680 Animal Equivalent Units
The Management Plans submitted improve water quality, reduce and 1,770 acres.
Chesapeake to thg District. The PA fertilizer costs, @prove herd
Nutrient Management Act health and provide many other
Bay comes requires highdensity livestock  operational benefits to the

from and poultry operations to farmer.

agricultural eyl € I Ere The District now has two staff
runoff. EEPIEEE (e, TS v elss members certified to review

EMEDUTEEES e JaEgEEs Nutrient Management Plans.

FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM

The Conservation District of life. areas of agricultural
administers the Farmland importance throughout the
Preservation Program for the county. The most significant
local Farmland Preservation changes were to the farm
Board of Directors. To date, ranking system.

two farms, totaling 188.56
acres of the
farmland, have been
permanently preserved for
future production and quality

In 2009, the sevemember
volunteer board, in
collaboration with the Fulton
County Planning Commission
and County Commissioners, Applications for the next
Cgls% Hﬁdg cchgnges to the localround of state and local

Currently, there are 540
program in an attempt to conservation easement funds farms in Fulton County.

preserve more farms located inwill be accepted in early 2010.

\
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WATERSHED

The Conservat i studyinhouswatersheds,6 s
Watershed Specialist provides educating our neighbors and
educational, financial and discussing the impacts of local
technical assistance to local decisions, the District can
residents in order to protect  more effectively shape efforts
and restore local surface and to preserve and improve water
groundwater resources. The quality along our local
specialist accomplishes this  streams, throughout Fulton
through detailed assessments, County, and throughout the
restoration planning and Potomac and Susquehanna
design, procurement of River basins.

funding and the
implementation of Best
Management Practices. By

2009 was an active and
exciting year for watershed

WATERSH

Using fieldwork and local

A watershed input, specific projects are

is all the land developed and funding, often
area that through state, federal and
drains to a private grants, is sought to
given pond, address specific projects.
lake, river or In 2009, the Watershed
Specialist worked with
stream.

consultants to organize, plan,
design and permit two stream
restoration projects in the Big
Cove Creek watershed. The

WATERSHED EDUC

Another important role of the  with 4th grade students at
Conservati on DMcConnelsburgiEtementary
Watershed Specialist is to and conducted streamside
promote watershed ecology and aquatic insect
stewardship principles through sampling activities at the
educational opportunities. Kerper Tract on Big Cove
Creek with 3rd grade students
from the elementary school.

In 2009, the Watershed
Specialist conducted lessons
on watershed management andThe Watershed Specialist also
non-point source pollution conducted watershed

ED PROJECT GRANTS

two projects, slated for spring/ Grant Program and the
summer 2010, will involve
restoring more than a mile of
stream, stabilizing channels and
streambanks, rebuilding a
reconnecting floodplain
benches and installing fish
habitat structures. Grants
valued at a total of more than
$500,000 have been obtained
from the PA Growing Greener

Il Grant Program, PA/EPA 319

S\

PROGRAM

education and

management in

Fulton County.

The Conservation

District continued

to work closely

with local citizens

of all ages to

conduct hands on Spring Run, near Websters
activities and education to i, is surveyed as part of
spread the word regarding theestoration plan design.
importance of protecting and

restoring local water quality.

Foundation for PA Watersheds.

$106,960 in Pennsylvania
Growing Greener |l County
Environmental Initiative
funding was used to construct
three fish habitat structures
above and one sediment
forebay in the lake at Camp
Sinoquipe, Dublin Township.

TION ACTIVITIES

education activities with all
three county school
districts and the Fulton
County Community
Christian School. These
watershed education
initiative directly reached
more than 500 local
students grades 2.

Friends of the Little
Aughwick Creek take part in
annual biological stream
sampling
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